1l Cor. 3:17 — “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is...
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SALVATION!

If you would like to become a
child of Ged, sincerely from your

heart® pray something like the
oll owing:

Dgar Cod, I'm 2 sinner hesaded
for Hell, and | nead to be saved.
| cannot save myself but | know
You can do it for me. | do believe
that Jesus in-Mis death, burial
and resurrection pald my sin
debt and purchased sahation
for me. | belleve it and Aght now
| submit myself in hull trust to
Him. Please, God, forgive miy sin
and save me. In Jesus’ name |
pray. Amen,

Making Sure
We Don't Go
Backward

Two perspiring Irishmen on a
fandem bicycle at last got to the

top of the steep hill *That was a
stiff climb, Pat,” said one.
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Stand Up

Years ago, | refmember. watching a tale-
vishon game show, whare the viewer and
the player were to guess who was the real
calabrity.

Thres paople claimed to ba ths calab-
rity. Thay answered questions sbout his
lite, work and play. Sometimes thay evan
talked with the right accent and ected as
if they wara tha gpecial guast. No matter
thalr efforts, st the end of tha show Jt
was revealed that only one was genuine
and others were imposters,

Tha samé oSturs in many a spiritual
IIfe, Many clalm ta'be a child of the King
but their lives revesl that they don't live
up to the Christian banner they stand
undar.

Luke B:40 points thé finger and asks
the question, “And why call ye me, Lord,
Lord, and do nat the things which | say 7™
Don't call God vour Father unlese you

.are abadiant to His Way, Allow Him to be

axactly what the word Lord means, 1o be
your eontrollar and master-of yvour life,
— Bl Brinkwsoreh

In Days GoneBvy

On March 1, 1790, Congress author-
jzed the first U.5. Census.

Om March 1, 1872, Congress author-
i=ad creation of Yellowstone
Mational Park.

On March 2, 1933, the "King Hong®
movie pramiered In New York.

“It was that,” admitted Pat. “And
if | hadn't kept the brake on, we
would have gone backward sure.”

Too many in the Lord's work
manage to “keep the brake on,’
so hindering their own advance
and also that of the Lord's people
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hristians are often accused of worshiping three gods. Admitiedly,

the truth of a trinne (three in one} God is a difficult, if not impos-

sible, concept to grasp. God ia not like humana. S0 every sttsmpt
to explein Him falls short.

Yet Christians worship only one God: the God of Abraham, Issac,
and Jacob—the God of [srael. The biblical reality iz that He exists
as three separate but equal Persans: the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.

Some have tried to explain this concept using Hai,
which can exist as a salid (ice), liquid (water), and gas
(zteam). Others we an epg, which is made up of thres
distinet parts yet is ome, or o three-lesaf dover. All
these attempts seem good oo the surface but break
derwn whes trying to explain the trivme Godhead,

Mo one can truly explain the Trindty. We know [esus
Is Grod, yet He s mot the Father, Nor is He the Spirit.
The Father is God, yet He is nefther the Son nor the
Spirit; and the Spirit Is God, yet He is not the Son
ar the Father

Hewems, both the Hebrow Scriptares and the
Kew Testament suppart the trianity of God.

The prophet Isiah wiote, "Lisien to Me, O
Jacek, and lsrael, My called: [ am He, I am
the First, ] am also the Last Indeed My
bond lme hid the fnmdation of
the earth, and My right hand has
stretrhed out the heavens” (lsa
48:12-13). The One spesking
identifies Himself &5 the eter-
nal Cresine of the world.

The :'l:ln}::'r coptimpes.
“Come near to Me, hear this:
have not spaken in secret from the beginning: from the time that i was,
Iwas there. And now the Lard Gon and His Spirit hove sert Me® (v 18).

5o the speaker clearly is God. Yet He says “the Lord Goo and His
Spirit” sent Him. The three persons of the Godhead all appear in this
verse: The One being sent is God, and the Ones deing the sending

Isrwel: “And now the Lord Goo [the Father], and His Spirit [the Haly
Epirit], have sent Me [the Son]”

Isxiah then identifisd the speaker: “Thus says the Lorn, your He-
deemer, the Holy One of Israek Tam the Loan your God™ (v. 17). The
gpeaker ks the Fedeemer, the Messiah,

More than 700 years later, the apostie John received specific reve-
lation comcetning the end-times. The risen Messiah declared to Him,
“T am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. says
the. Lerd, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty™

Ewrything in the world has thees parta. If you
tale ope part saway, you have nothing. A book has theee
parts; length, width &nd depth. Take one part away and

HOTE:

you have nothing. ' This is erue with everything, 5o it
im with Gods He 1s a ta God eona af thres
parts: Father, Son, Holy Splelt, as taught in the Word.
'The entire mniverse is made o of thres things: matber,
timo and spamce.  Matter conalsts of eclids, ligolds and
gases. Tima has thres parts: past, pressot and future.
Space has thies partd: length, width and dapkh. The atom

THE TRINIT

(Comnes, derve, aley Biak [N gital (oenpost-
sian and whapcunans, Thomas B Wilkama.)

are God. Together, they constitute the troe and living triune God of

Y Cnn Three
Bec One?

{Rev. 1:8). The speaker here is Jesus, the Redeemer—the Mesalah
and pecond Person of the friune Godhead, the same Cne 'v.'|11;| spake
in lsaiab 48:14.

Scripture ascribes the act of cocation to Him: “He is the ngr.ﬂirhe
invisible God, the firsthorn over all creation. For by Him all things

were created thet are in heaved and that are on earth, visible
and inrisible. . . . All things were created throagh Him
and for Him . . . who is the beginging, the firstborn
from the dead, that in all things He may have the
preeminence” {Col. 1:15-16, 18).
Also, “All things were made through Him, and with-

out Him pothing was made that was made” {|n, 1.3,

Like ]Ill].li.ﬂ'nl ﬂ'll.'...'lli].ﬂi'l'll' iz monatheistic, The

reality s that God is a plirality in His oneness

The creedal stafement of fudaism, the Shema, al-

Jow for this pharality: “Heas,  Lirael: The Lopp ous
(7od, the Logn i coel™ (Dt 5:4). The Hebrow wand
translated “ane® 15 achad, which denotes a plaral-

ity within & unify.
It is msed to refer to a single dey that
consighs of svening and morning (Gen.

1:13). It iz also nsad to describe the

marriage union: "A man shall leave

bis father and mother and be

juined to his wife, and they

shall become one [echad]
fleahi® [2:24).

When the Isadite spics
returmeed from the Land of
Promise to mpart to Mo-
ges, they browght frem the

"Valley of Eshcol . . . ome
[echad] cluster of grapes® (Wum. 13:23). [t was & single duster com-
posed of many.

Becanee God is trinne, He conld come to Earth ae & Baky in the
Pereon of Jesug, yet still git on His throne in heaven. Many find
thiz truth difficult o Brasp. But God iz pmnipotent and omni
present; and with Him, nn!h:i:n.ﬂ i% ir.'1_u nagikle,

by Thomas . Strcox, The Friends of [soel

The above 1lluskration is called a paradigm, or 2 smll
model, showlsg the relationship of the Trindey. In
Aomans 1:19-20 the Trindty is called the Godhesd. Tha
Pathar is not the Son, the Boly Spirlt e not tha Son,
the Son is pot the Holy Spirit and the Son ls oot the

Father. HBowever, notioe that God-is the Fathar, Cod ls
tha Son mnd Cod ia Ehe Baly Spirit. [Hee Below).

is the smillest bullding block of the world and yet it
haa thres parts: protons, nevtrons and electrons. A1l the
food you eat ocomes in thres parts: sikdn, flesh and core.
The ogg has throe parts: shell, vhite and yolk. You are
A thres part persony body, sodl and spirit. PRead Fo=
mana  1:19-Z0 whers Paul axplains it clearly for ne to
B, Everything is made to exactly reveal the very
nature of God. Everything reflects the Godhead. If
you do not beliewe ik, the Apostls Fagls saye that you
B s Lt e L s e P =LETD
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*ESTORTES

_Mlscellaneous-

IT HAFPENE BOOT-HEEL OF MISSOURI

1 relate this story because some of our church folks live
in Missouri and travel across the Missiseippl River to attend
Grame Baptist Church here ih Pittefield. Illinois. We are
about 20 milas from the river. We also have a church bus route
that brings children and adults across the Misslsaippl, and
when church is over they retuen to Missourl, crossing the river
again. T beliewe this article will be of interest,.especially
to Missourians, arfd probebly to I1linoians as well.

Ifi the boot-heel of Missocuri, located in the southeast cor-
ner of the state, a massive earthquale shook the Mississipol
River wvalley on December 16, 1811 at 2 a.m. in the morning.
Tt was heard in Mexico and Canada, and President Madison also
heard it in Washington, D.C. It 'was the firet of three was-
ﬂwmmlmnmmimﬁmmmm
fault system.

* The town of Little Prairie, which is now called Caruthers-
ville, Misscuri, was utterly destroyed. Houses sunk into the
earth, trees snapped like twigs and one resident watched the
Miselesippi River "riee up like a loaf of bread" and spew

water, sand &nd black sulphur toward the sky. Ten miles away
a woman walked out to her smokehouse and water well only to -
£ind them on the other side of the Mississippl River. Now,

here is an amazing thing: sandbars dissolved, oprooted trees
mmuitid Mﬂﬁpi:mndbhmﬁlmmdnlmﬂ and

m:riadtmt.amﬂ

Another quake on February 7, plunged enough marshland under
water in Northwestern, Tennessee, on the east side of the riv-
er, to create Eeelfoot Lake in Tennesses, opposite the boot-heel
ares. The devastation to landowners was so great that Con-
gress passed the first-ever federal dj.::ﬁal:ur relief legislation
in 1815.

. Indian wvars were still being fought, and the great Chief
Tecumssh believed that this vas an Indication of God's anger -
with the vhite man. He offered this interpretation of the
garthquake: "The Great Spirit is angry with our white enemies.
He ppeaks in thunder, and the earth ewallowsup villages and
drinks up the Misaissippi.” Be believed hie var with the T.2.
had Divine approval.

Tha states of southern Illinois, wvestern Fentucky and west-
ern Tennesses were also affected by this great guake.

It's good to kmow that the God of all Creation is in com-
plate comtrol, and whatever happens comes from His all-wise
desizm. It's good to kmow Him who holds the world in His
hands.
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