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Be Thankfu

We. have become so accus-
tomed to thinking of Thanksgiv-
ing in terms of gratitude for mas
terial blessings and nature’s
bounty that we find it hard to
think in terms of being grateful
for God's good gifts that are hid-
den in experiences we resist or
try to avoid. So—

Let us thank God for the oppo-
sition we have had to meet, the
resistance that has forced ‘us to
put forth our best effort and the
disputes that have compelled us
to reexamine our arguments and
eliminate the flaws.

Let us thank God for the strug-
gles that have caused us to grow,
the defeats that have kept us
humble, the losses that have
made us cautious and the dan-
gers that have kept us alert.

Let ws thank God for the risks
we have had to take that have
brought out hidden strengths,

Every Thanksglving the news-
papers e full of dingrams show-
ing how to carve a turkey. The
trouble is that the birds we get
never hane dotted lines on them.

In Days Gone By

On Mov. 30, 1628, .Jchn Bunyan
died. He wrote "Pllgrim's
Progress® on bottle stoppers
while in jail for his Baptist
beliefs. He preached anywhere
and everywhere he-could.

Thanksgiving

How do you say Thank You

A Jriend says it wilh & hand shake.

A baby says it with a gurgle and coo.
The borr says i with o mise!

A child mys i with a sgueal and 3 shout.
A wif gays il with & t=as in her eye,

A Aewer sy il with besuty;

The sy says Bl with & rainbow.

And God aays it with blestinge

How do YOU say i?
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Miscellaneous- s

_ *VIENS.
Lacmard E. Dice, BEMitor and Asst. Pastor  +}ERS

DREAM OF A LIFE-TIME TO BE FULFILLED

Pastor and Mre. Gary Dice, Grace Baptist Church, Pittsfleld,
I1linois will e going on an ex—iting trip to Israel, the Holy
Land, beginning on December 3. They will be traveling with
a great group of Christian people, headed up by Dr. Ray Youmdg,
and will fly out of Chicago's O'Hare Adrport on December 3.
Thay will arrive in Tel Aviv on December 4.

This is a dream come true for Pagkor Dice vho plannad to
go earlier in 2015, but due to open-heart surgery and complica-
tions; he had to cancel those plans. However, in the last sew-
eral months his health has greatly improved, so much so, that
he is back to preaching fuoll-time, something that we have all

been praying forl

They will be traveling in two big buses, and will see many
of the places where great events took place as recorded in the
Bible. He has one qreat desire and that is to "walk where
Jesus walked!" They will visit Jerusalsm, Bethlehem, Nazareth
{the town where Jesus was raised as a boy), the Jordan River and
the %Sea of Galilee, even o taking a boat ride on the Sea.
I'm sure, 28 a church, we will get to see all the plctures and
hear all the stories when they get back. Pray for their safety.

Pastor Dice recently cbeerved his 62nd birthday on Novem-
ber 16. Also, sarlier this year on June 10, he marked his 2%h
year as pastor of Grace Baptist Church.

THANKSGIVING

In the years following the coming of the first
settlers, Thanksgiving was a time for reflection and
gratitude to God. The concept was so ingrained in
the national fabric that it was natural for the day
to be incorporated into the official naticnal life,
such as taking caths on the Bible, reading the Bible
in schools, offering public and private prayers and
setting aside Sunday for a day of rest and worship.
Thanksgiving is truly a special time for believ-
ere as we step away from the  world and give time,
relection and gratitude to our Heavenly Father.
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