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The Load of the Presidency

Cur very first Chief Executive, George Washington, upon com-
pletion of his first term, said, “I'd rather be in the grave than in
the Presidency again.”

John Quincy Adams summed up his tenure as “the unhappiest
four years of my life.”

After leaving the Capitol, Thomas Jefferson sighed, “Never did
a prisoner, released from his chains, feel such relief as | shall on
shaking oil the shackles of power.”

James Buchanan told his successor, Abraham Lincoln, “If you are
as happy, dear sir, on entering this house as | am leaving it, yvou
are the happigst man in the country.”

And after Lincoln had -been in the White House_for awhile, he
had this to say about being President: “I feel like a man who was
tarred and feathered and ridden out of tdwn on a rail.”

James Polk simply said, I shall be a happier man in my.
retirement.””

PRAY FOR YOUR PRESIDENT AND

- YOUR COUNTRY TODAY!
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| was in Richmond when my
soldier fought the awful battle of
Five Forks. Richmond surren-
dered, and the surging sea of fire
swept the city. News of Five Forks
reacted us, and there was a re-
port that General Pickett had
been killed. | did not beliewve if,
but | was very anxious.

The day after the fire there was
a ﬂwE rap at the door. The ser-
vanis had all run away. The city
was full of Morthern troops, and
my environment had not taught
me to love them. With my baby
o vy arm, | opened the door and
looked up at a tall, gaunt, sad-
faced man in ill-fitting clothes,
who asked: “Is this George Pick-
ett’s place”

“Yes, sir,” | answered. “But he is
not home”

“1 know that, ma'am,” he repled,
“but 1 just wanted to see the
place. | am Abraham Lincoln *

“The president!” | gasped.

The stranger shook his head.
“No, ma'am; no, ma‘am. Jusl
Abraham Lincoln, George's old
friend.”

“| am George Picketl's wife and
this is his baby" was all 1 could
say. | had never seen Mr. Lincoln,
but | remembered the love and
reverence with which my soldier
always spoke of him,

My baby pushed away from me
and reached out his hands to Mr.

General Pickett’s Old Friénd |

The Confederate Soldier's Widow
Visited by Mr. Lincoln

=

Lincodn, who took him into his
arms. As he did s0, an expression
of rapt, almost divire, tenderness
and love lighted up his sad face.
It was a look that | have never
seen on any other countenance.
ity haby opened his mouth wide
and Insisted upon giving his fa-
ther’s friend a dewy, infantile
kiss. As Mr. Lincaln gave the little
one hack to me, he shook his fin-
ger at him playfully and said: “Tell
that rascal, your father, that | for-
give him for the sake of that kiss
and those bright cyes.”

He turned and went down the
steps talking to himseli and
giﬂ'.i-Ed out of my sight forever

ut i my me those intense-
by human ﬁm 5%1“]
face have a perpetual ng
place—that face which puzzled
all artists but which revealed it-
self to the intuitions of a child.

= From The Heart of 2 Soldiar
by Mirs. Lo Salle Corbett Plokest
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