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MERRY

LITTLE LAMB

Moary had a little Lamb;
He came on Christmas night.
She laid Him in a manger bed,
This King of life and light.

CHRISTMAS

From Pastor Dice,
Family and Staff

In Days Gone By

On Dec. 25, 1766, a famons
circuit-riding preacher,
Christmas Evans, was born.

on Dec. 25.- 15"':];.1 Sir
Isaac Newton was bOrn.

He ate with poor and sinful folk;

He claimed He was God's son.
It made the leaders plot His death,
This holy, sinless One.

He came to give us joy and peace,

To take away our sin.
He heals the sick and calms the storm
And ushers justice in.

What makes the Lamb love Mary so
And all the world beside?
By grace alons He chose His own;
For them He lived and died.

And we must love the Lamb you know:
His blood will wash us clean.

Our words must show that we are His;

COnar lives by all are seen.

Omne day this Lamb will come again,
More Lion than a Lamb;
Defieat His foes, reward His own.
0, praise the day He came!
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THE ENGAGEMENT

We are told of the engagement of
Joseph and Mary in the Bible. An-
cienl custom among the kws{r;:f_:r-
ding engagement was quite different
Fmr?;l ours today. [t was more than
a promise 1o marry. It was more
than just an engagement ring. It was
in fact, the initial step in marriage
and as such., could be dissclved only
by death or diverce. Faithlessness
1o an engagement (espousal-
betrothal) was punished as adultery.

The length of an engagement
varied, though gencrally, according
to Talmudic law, the period was a
manth for widows and up 10 a Tull
year For virging. A girl was “"engag-
ed™" ot her father’s house and until
the final marriage, no private cour-
ting was permitied between Lhe
engaged couple.

It van be seen from this how
serious the situation was for Man
when she was found to be with
child. Before the angel appearcd to
Jeseph and explained the miracle ol
Mary s conception, he could draw

only one conclusion. . .she had been
unfaithlel! What a shock! She was
such a pure. sweel, kind. con-
siderate, lavable. and holy virgin,
A% a righteous [sraclite, though he
loved her, he could not marry her
without defilement o himsell,
Divorce was the only procedure,
but because he loved Muary, he
would do it all privately. He wanted
to keep it a secret. He wanied 1o
cover it up. Then cume the
marvelous angelic inbervention wml
Joseph learned thut Mary haed naot
been uatruc. but that this was the
fulfillment of the promised Messiah
who would save His people from
their sins! She was with child of the
Holy Ghost! What testimony 1o
historic accuracy is the sinplicity ol
the Guospel narranive

What & shame and how
dishosrrabsle for any of us B doubi
thiz. Mo trwe child of God, member
of the Fammily of Goud. or barn agiin
believer, can Jdeny the virgin birth!

IL

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST

TEXT: | Timochy 1:13

1. PREDESTIMATED BEFORE THE WORLD BEGAMN — | Pover 1:20
“Yha 'l'tl.'ll-lj' was farcordained before the foundadion of the wodld, bar was
mianifese in these last rienes far you,™ CF, Eph. L:4, 3

Il PROMISED BY THE FATHER — Genesls 3:13%
"And | will put enmiry herween thee and the womari, and between thy seed
and her seed; it shall bruise chy head, and thou shalk bouise his heel."

lil. FROFHESIED BY THE FROPHETS — lsaigh 7: 14
“Therefore che Lovd himself shall give you a sign; Bebold, a vitgin shall
coaceive, and besr a son, snd shall call his name Immanucl." Cf. baiah 9:6
"“Bug ‘thow, Bethlchem Ephraah, though be licke among che chousands of
Judah, yer out of thee shall he come forth unte me char is w0 be nuler in Lol ;
whose goings forth have been from of old, from everasding. ' Micah 5:2

¥, FROVIDENTIALLY EFFECTED — Luke 2:1,4, 3
*And it camee 1o pas in those days, thas there went ou 4 decies from Carsar
Auvgusrus, thar all the world should be msed.” And Joseph also went up from
Galilee, out of ihe city of Mazarcth, into Judscs, vato the city of David, which
o cal led Beihbehem ; (becme he was of the house ansd Hr.'u:l.gt of David:} To ke
razed with Mary his cspoused wife, bedng grest with chdld.

V. FRESENTED IN THE FULNESS OF TIME — Galacians 4:4, 3
* Bur when the fulness of che time was come, God sent forth ks Son, made af o
waran, mede under the lew, To redeem chem thas were under the law, thar we
might receive the adopion of sons." CF Luke 2:7

VL, J-'ﬂ{lCI...l.lHED BY THE ANGEL — Luke 2:10, 11

" And the angel said wao ihem, Feas nos s for, behold, | bring you good u.d:mga

of great joy, which shall be o all people . For unco you is bom this day in doe city
of David, 3 Saviowr, which is Chaist the Lopd.™

VI, PREPARATORY FOR SALVATION — Mamhew 1:21
“*And she shall bring Erth @ sun, and thou shali il his rame JESUS: for he
shall save his peaple from cheir gins."* CF. John 1 10:04; 5:06; Acs 13:39
= —
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Gentle Mary Rejoiced

A maiden would carry & Son -
God's angel had promised it so.
Bless'd be the one who answered her Lond
“Send me where | must go..."

And gentle Mary rejoiced.

She traveled on a donkey's back;
Each bump caused pain of great depth.
Bless'd ba the one who suffered these things
To bring forth new life as she wept...
And gentle Mary rejoiced,

r

A humble stable, no room in the inn,
Only cattle to witness the birth.
Then tears of travail turned to pure joy
As she held Ged's 5on come to earth..
And gentle Mary rejoiced.

Come celebrate Jesus with Mary;
Live out your |ife as she taught.
Wherever God leads you must follow,
For His plan is perfectly wrought. ..
And with gentle Mary rejoice!

Gaal Phaneuf

L

Christmas Without
Christ

The:thoughtless masses who to-
day celebrate “Christmas” but
leave CHRIST OUT little réalize
what they proclaim by such ne-
glect.

For what, after all, Is Christmas
without Christ? Dale Crowley said:

It is the virgin mother without a
supernatural Babe,

-It'is the swaddling clothes with-
out the Infani Redesmer,

It is a manger-cradie without the
Divine Oocupant.
It is the angel choir without a
SENg.

it is the lonely shepherds with.
out a message from the skies.

It is the frurtless guest of the
Wise Men on a hopeless mission.

it is the star of Bethlehem with-
out promize or sigrification,

it is a perishing workd without a
Sawviour!

It is a Bible without a mesﬁ,ge
of hcrpei

It is a Cod of infinite power

without love for dying sinners!

It is history and etemity without
Jesus!




On Christmas Eve in 1818, Franz
Gruber, church o 15t in ﬁ'ne little
EOWT -ufﬂlbe . Bavaria, made

an alarming discovery. The ‘organ -

“would not play! :

For several days previous to.
Christmas Eve, Obemdorf had been
snowbound. Gruber, knowing there
was no one in Obemdorf capable of
repairing the organ, was afrad there
would be no music for Christmas, He

could hardly imagine Christmas :
without music.

Quickly he went 1o the  wvicar,
Joseph Mohr, and ld him his story.
He asked Mohr to write a new
C‘Iu'-Lsums song which could be easily

sung without the use of the organ.

Later as Mohr sat reading the
Christmas story from his Bible...
*“Unto you is bomn this day in the city
of David a Saviour...,” the words

welled up in his soul like a heavenly

anthem. Long into the night he sat
meditating on them. As the full
meaning gripped his soul, he wrote

Story of *‘Silent nght”

. Night"'

a poem about m.: m:nrti:r-nm sl:nn.r

Early the next day, Gruber took
the newly written words and compos-
ed a melody, Now the people were
gathering at the church. There was
ongé man who could pick out tunes
-om a guitar, He was asked (0 accom-
<pany the new carol.

The people of Oberndorf loved the

song immediately. .. and thus Joseph
Mohr and Franz Gruber gave to the

‘world one of the most beautiful and

best loved of the Christmas carols.
[t was not long before the Tyrolean
Singers ok the song to America.
Far years it went under the te,
“*Song from Heaven.'" [t was more
quickly and better known in America
than in Furope, but today, “*Silent
iI5 sung in nearly every
language in the world.

CHRISTMAS QUOTES

ﬁr&mhrgﬁﬂmm:ymmw
for Christmas (s yoursell, Give your
all ko Him for daily service.
TOALL OF OUR ATHEIST FRIENDS:
THANK 0D TYOU'RE WEONG.

—AnswersinEenssis.og

Ore of our bast Yuletide decorations s a
ChrisSan wreathed in smies.

Chnstimas camilers sing aboul peace on
earth, but hey don't tell us where.

We really lhve when we e o give.

Uniess we see the cross overshadowing
the cradie, we will have lost the real

maaning of Chrafs birth.

Al Chrigtrnas tima consider not so muwch
the gift of & friand, but the friendship
of the giver.

This Christmas may your heart be a
manger to hold the gitt of God's love.
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